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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims, in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A lock assembly for an enclosure having a box with a side wall 
and a cover, the lock assembly comprising: 

a clip having a "U" shaped portion for e ncircling constructed and arranged to 
encircle t he side wall of the enclosure, the "U" shaped portion having an inner leg, a 
spanning portion, and an outer leg, the clip having a support portion projecting from an 
inner leg for supporting the cover, and an interface portion projecting from the outer 
leg; 

a base portion constructed and arranged to be interposed between the side wall 
of the enclosure and the outer leg of the clip, the base having a flange portion 
projecting outward and underlying the interface portion of the clip, the flange portion 
having a hole; 

a body having an "L" shape including a cover retaining portion and an 
extending portion, the extending portion having a bore extending from the cover 
retaining portion, the body having a cavity opening onto an inner surface, the cavity 
receiving the flange portion of the base and the interface portion of the clip; and 

an interlocking mechanism receivable by the bore of the body and interrelating 
with the flang e interface portion of the clip and the flange portion of the base for 
securing the body to the base and the clip, and securing the cover to the box. 

2. (Currently Amended) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the support portion of the 
clip has a shelf supported by a pair of support brackets extending from the inner leg 
portion , the shelf position is being in close proximity to the cover of the enclosure 
during use . 

3. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 2 wherein the clip is formed of a single piece of 
material. , 
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4. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the interface portion of the clip is a 
flange portion having a hole. 

5. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the base has a tapered upper edge for 
facilitating installation. 

i 

6. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 5 wherein the base has a thinned upper portion 
for receipt of the outer leg of the clip. 

7. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 5 wherein the hole in the base has an enlarged 
area for receipt of a locking device of the interlocking mechanism. 

8. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the body has a plurality of surfaces 
angled to each other and curved surfaces to limit the surfaces from being securely 
retained by a tool. 

9. (Currently Amended) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the body has at least one 
hole extending in the cover retaining portion and further comprising at least one 
hardened steel pin received by the hole in th e bas e of the body . 

10. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the body has a "U" shaped lip for 
encircling the base. 

1 1 . (Original) The lock assembly of claim 1 wherein the interlocking mechanism is a barrel 
lock with a pair of locking balls. ' s 

12. (Cancel) 

13. (Cancel) 

14. (Cancel) 

1 i .i iv 
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15. (Currently Amended) A lock assembly for an enclosure having a box with a side wall, 
and a cover, the lock assembly comprising: 

a clip having a "U" shaped portion for e ncircling constructed and arranged to 
encircle the side wall of the enclosure, the "U' ? shaped portion having an inner leg, a 
spanning portion, and an outer leg, and the clip having a support portion projecting 
from an inner leg for supporting the cover; 

a base portion constructed and arranged to be interposed between the side wall 
of the enclosure and the outer leg of the clip, the base having a flange portion 
projecting outward and underlying th e int e rfac e a portion of the clip, the flange portion 
having a hole; 

a body having an "L" shape including a cover retaining portion and an 
extending portion, the extending portion having a bore extending from the cover 
retaining portion, the body having a cavity opening onto an inner surface, the cavity 
receiving the flange portion of the base and th e int e rfac e a portion of the clip; and 

an interlocking mechanism receivable by the bore of the body and interrelating 
with the flang e support portion, of the dip and the flange portion of the base for 
securing the body to the base and the clip, and securing the cover to the box. 

1 6. (Original) The lock assembly of claim 1 5 wherein the support portion of the clip has a 
retaining flange portion projecting from the outer leg, the retaining flange portion 
having a hole to accept the interlocking mechanism. 

17. (Currently Amended) The lock assembly of claim 15 wherein the support portion of the 
clip has a shelf supported by a pair of support brackets extending from the inner leg 
portion , the shelf position is being in close proximity to the cover of the enclosure 
during use . 

• * 

18. (Withdrawn) A method^of locking a meter socket comprising the steps of: 

providing a meter box of the meter socket, the box having a side wall with a 
flange on an upper edge; i 
placing a clip over the flange; 

sliding a base between the side wall of the box and an outer leg of the clip; 
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i 

* 

placing the cover of the meter socket on the box; 

installing a body of a lock with a flange portion of the base received by a cavity 
of the body and a cover retaining portion of the body overlying the cover; and 

inserting a locking device in a bore of the body and through an opening in the 
flange portion of the base. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18 wherein the clip has a flange portion with a hole. 
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